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Music development plan summary: 
[insert school name] 

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. 

Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from 

academic year 2024-25.  

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out 

how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-

curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the 

national plan for music education:  

 timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year 

for key stages 1 to 3 

 access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

 a school choir or vocal ensemble 

 a school ensemble, band or group 

 space for rehearsals and individual practice 

 a termly school performance 

 opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year 

and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership 

with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the 

school with music provision.  

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along 

with this text box. 

Overview 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
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Our vision for Music at Cayton Primary School At Cayton, we we emphasise musicality 

over talking in our curriculum and our lessons. We see the exploration of music in 

primary school as a moral imperative and a force for good beyond the scope of the 

lesson itself. Music plays its part in delivering content and value to all subjects within the 

curriculum and it is an essential component of the school’s pedagogical approach. Our 

pedagogy ensures that children from all backgrounds and musical experience should 

have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument; to make music with others; to learn to 

sing; and to have the opportunity to progress to the next level of excellence if they wish 

to. We believe that Music:  

 Helps young people make sense of a complex and dynamically changing world and 

how society, the economy and environment combine to bring about change.  

 Explains where places are, how places and landscapes are formed, how people and 

their environment interact.  

 Explores how a diverse range of economies, societies and environments are 

interconnected.  
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 Examines natural resources and their sustainable use. The national curriculum for 

music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 

genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 

appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 

through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 

structure and appropriate musical notations  

Our curriculum reflects these beliefs and has been researched to ensure a deep and 

consistent pedagogy in the teaching of Geography. Through the delivery of orchestra 

lesson and the use of digital software to produce and compose music, children have the 

opportunity to perform and explore music in fun, innovative and stimulating ways. 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Your school should already publish the school curriculum for music for each year group 

online. This should also include how you are increasing access for disabled pupils and 

supporting pupils with special educational needs (SEND). Include a link to this 

information in this summary. For more, see the school information guidance on 

curriculum and on SEND for maintained schools and for academies and free schools.  

If not included in your published school curriculum information, set out how time per 

week is allocated for curriculum music for each key stage and term (or each half-term) 

of the academic year.  

Also consider including: 

 whether your school music curriculum is informed by the model music 

curriculum (March 2021), non-statutory guidance for teaching music from Key 

Stages 1 to 3 or any other published curriculum guidance.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-and-colleges-should-publish-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
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 a brief summary of the opportunities pupils have to learn to sing or play an 

instrument during lesson time, such as through whole-class ensemble teaching 

in some or all year groups.  

 information on any partnerships the school has to support curriculum music, 

such as with your local music hub or other music education organisations. If you 

are a music hub lead school, you can refer to this here.  

For secondary schools: Set out what music qualifications and awards pupils can 

study and achieve at the school in the academic year, including graded music exams 

(all key stages) and GCSE, A level or vocational and technical qualifications (at key 

stage 4 and 16 to 18). If your school already publishes this information, include a link in 

this summary.   

 

Curriculum Music at Cayton Cayton School follow the Charanga scheme of work. After a 
review of music at Cayton, it was felt that teachers felt that they lacked the skills and 
knowledge to be able to deliver an effective music curriculum.  

The Charanga Scheme helps teachers with skills, knowledge, vocabulary and elements of 
music that support the teacher’s delivery of music and provides a clear structure, order 
and progression through the music curriculum. Each class is taught at least 1 hour of 
music each week with Y5 having 2 full hours, one being with a music leader from the 
NYCC Music Service.  

All of the music curriculum can be seen in the Cayton School Curriculum Map that is 
published on the Cayton School website under quality of Education. To further develop 
music, Cayton School fund orchestra lessons for the Year 5 class and these are delivered 
by a music specialist from North Yorkshire Music Hub. Instruments taught in these 
sessions are trombone, trumpet, saxophone and clarinet. 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Start with what music tuition your school offers outside of what is taught in lesson time, 

including one-to-one, small-group and large-group tuition for instruments or voice.  

Set out what ensembles that pupils can join outside of what is taught in lesson time, 

such as choirs or vocal ensembles, as well as instrumental ensembles, bands and 

groups, and other forms of music-making.   
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Set out how pupils can make progress in music outside of lesson time, including 

instrument loans, weekend, after-school or holiday provision such as Saturday music 

centres, and any qualifications or awards pupils can achieve.  

Also consider including:  

 what instruments are offered, charging and remissions information, and if the 

tuition is subsidised or free, including for parents or carers in particular 

circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility).  

 how pupils can join choirs or ensembles and from which year groups, charging 

and remissions information, and if the tuition is subsidised or free, including for 

parents or carers in particular circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility). 

 information on where pupils can rehearse or practice individually or in groups.   

Draw on information of any partnerships the school has to support co-curricular music, 

such as with your local music hub or other music education organisations.  

Alternative titles for Part B could be ‘Extra-curricular music’ or ‘Music tuition, choirs 

and ensembles’. 

 

Throughout the 2023-24 year, a choir has been facilitated by a music specialist teacher. 
Children from across the school had the opportunity to attend and the children of the 
choir had the opportunity to perform to the whole school in assembly time and to the 
local community at a council run outreach event. Children have also had the 
opportunity to access recorder club in the 2023-24 year and again, they performed to 
the whole school in assembly time and to the local community at a council run outreach 
event. Throughout the week, a Musical Theatre Club is run by a member of staff, which 
focuses on the creative arts of singing, performing, acting and dance. Children listen to, 
sing a-long with and perform a range of songs from classic musicals. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Set out what musical experiences are planned for the academic year, including regular 

events such as singing in assembly, musical performances, concerts and shows at the 

school, and trips to concerts outside of the school. 

For musical performances, concerts and shows in and out of schools, include how 

pupils get involved and from which year groups, whether pupils are participating or are 

members of the audience.  
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Also consider including: 

 charging information, and if events are subsidised or free, including for parents 

or carers in particular circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility). 

Draw on information of any partnerships the school has to support musical 

experiences, such as with your local music hub, music education organisations, music 

organisations or musicians. 

Alternative titles for Part C could be ‘Musical events’ or ‘Musical performances’. 

 

Each Monday morning, all children in the school gather in the hall to collectively sing as 
part of the curriculum focusing on performances. After learning and rehearsing a wider 
range of songs from different genres and time periods, the children’s performance is 
recorded and shared via our termly newsletter. Each year, all children have access to 
attend a Christmas pantomime As part of our CCCCC passport, it is planned in that Year 
5 will be attending a live performance from The Scarborough Spa. In February, Year 5 
attended the Scarborough Proms where they were able to showcase the skills and 
knowledge they had acquired to an audience over 200 people playing 3 pieces: Hall of 
the Mountain King – Edvard Grieg, Hallelujah – Leonard Cohen and Can’t Stop This 
Feeling – Justin Timberlake. In October, the North Yorkshire Music Hub delivered a 
concert to the whole school and played pieces from across a range of genres and time 
periods to enthuse music and promote 1:1 tuition. After the concert, details were sent to 
parents of how to access private and group tuition through the music hub. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Use this space to include any information on any improvements you plan to make for 

subsequent years in curriculum music, co-curricular music or musical experiences, 

including when you plan to introduce changes.  

Also consider including: 

 any information that relates to the 7 features of high-quality music provision (see 

the text box at the beginning of the template), such as increasing lesson time to 

one hour a week each term, introducing the teaching of new instruments or 

having a termly school performance. 
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Further information (optional) 

Use this space to provide any further information about your school’s music 

development plan, including links to your local music hub partners, other local music 

education organisations and contacts.  

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school.  

Your local music hub should also have a local plan for music education in place from 

September 2024 that should include useful information.  

If your school is part of a multi-academy trust with a trust-wide music development 

plan, you may also want to include a link to any published information on this plan. 

 

Assessment of Musical skills In all year groups, children are assessed across a range of 

skills under the threads of appraisal of music, singing and voice, notation, playing 

instruments, improvisation, composing and performing. These are assessed as working 

below the national standard, working at the national standard and working above the 

national standard. These provide teachers with assessment data to give an overall level 

of working for each child. In the assessment system, the data provides in-depth 

information about vulnerable groups and the progress that they are making across the 

curriculum: SEND, gender, pupil premium, free school meals and EAL children. Teachers 

use this information to future inform planning and how to adapt teaching and learning to 

ensure good progress in made by all children.  

Self Assessment of Music at Cayton 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicEducationHubs#section-1
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